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About the K-L YES Program

The Kennedy-Lugar Youth Exchange and Study (K-L YES) Program was established in October 2002, and was named
after the program founders Senator Edward M. Kennedy and Senator Richard Lugar. Their vision was to build bridges of
friendships and relationships between Americans and young people of other countries. The K-L YES program aims to
connect people based on mutual interests and create a respectful environment between Americans and participating
countries. The program is established upon the principle of dismissing assumptions and stereotypes based on an
individual’s nationality or ethnic origin. The K-L YES program is funded and sponsored by the Bureau of Educational &
Cultural Affairs (ECA) of the United States Department of State, and provides scholarships for high school students
(aged between 15-17 years) from countries with significant Muslim populations, to spend up to one academic year in
the United States. While participating in the program the students live with American host families, attend American
high schools, engage in activities to learn about American society and values, attend a variety of conferences, seminars,
and workshops to acquire leadership skills, and help educate Americans about their countries and cultures.

The K-L YES Program evolved out of a generalized recognition that public diplomacy efforts had been neglected in
many countries around the world for many years, and that the effects of this came into stark focus in the aftermath of
the events of September 11, 2001. The Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs of the U.S. Department of State,
along with the U.S. exchange community, recognized the importance of youth exchange as a key component of
renewed commitment, for building bridges of friendships between citizens of the U.S. and countries around the world,
particularly those with significant Muslim populations.

Currently, the K-L YES program has more than 12,000 alumni from more than 40 countries. The program started in
Bangladesh in 2004. Since then over 392 Bangladeshi students have completed the YES program and are a part of the
YES Alumni network.
The International Education and Resource Network - Bangladesh (iEARN-BD) administers and facilitates the K-L YES
program in Bangladesh with close cooperation from the U.S. Embassy Dhaka. iEARN-BD is a non-profit organization
dedicated towards better education, sustainable life and peace in Bangladesh.
Goals of K-L YES program are to engage participating youth, their teachers, classmates, and community leaders in an |
exchange effort that promotes increased understanding and tolerance between cultures. The K-L YES program : J / i -
encourages exchange of ideas, values, and experiences among young people by exposing these young scholars to : : j
leadership, diverse belief systems, civil society principles, and community service engagement and involvement.

In keeping with the U.S. Government-sponsored initiatives, dedicated to democratic reform, the
competition for the Youth Exchange and Study scholarship is merit-based and open at no cost
to all applicants who meet the following requirements:

Be between the ages of 15 - 17 (not a day younger than 15 or not a day older than 17) by
the start of program (August 15, 2022);

Have a date of birth between August 15, 2005 and August 15, 2007.

Be currently enrolled in grade 8, 9, 10 or 11 in Bangladeshi high schools or colleges
(secondary education institution). Bangladeshi citizens studying in foreign countries
are not eligible to apply;

Have the equivalent of a B average or better without failing grades within the last two
academic years;

Provide transcripts from 2018, 2019, 2020, and 2021, and achieved the equivalent of a B average or better;
Applicants cannot have a gap year or repeated year of study in the last four academic years;

Applicants cannot have any or both parents currently employed by the U.S. Embassy

or U.S. Mission.

Demonstrate sufficient English language ability to speak and to study in English; The program can support students with
: . disabilities and encourages their participation.

Have not spent more than a total of 90 days in the U.S. in the past five years; The Department of State and the YES program

work with Mobility International (MIUSA) to
provide students with disabilities leader-
ship-building workshops, appropriate informa-
Applicants must not have applied for U.S. immigration through family or relatives; tion and support as needed to enhance their
year in America. Students with disabilities must
also meet the above eligibility requirements.
Applicants with disabilities are encouraged to

contact us for information on eligibility.

Applicants cannot have any or both parents currently employed by the U.S. Embassy or
U.S. Mission;

Be a citizen of Bangladesh and not dual citizens or permanent residents of the U.S,
or any other country;

Meet U.S. J-1 visa eligibility requirements (for instance, U.S. citizens are not eligible for J-1 visa).



Guideline about transcript submission:

e Iranscript or recommendation for current grade/class in 2021.
(Optional)

Transcript or recommendation for grade/class completed in 2020.
(Mandatory)

® Transcript for grade/class completed in 2019. (Mandatory)

e Transcript for grade/class completed in 2018. (Mandatory)
\

If the transcript is unavailable for 2020, then the student must
provide a recommendation letter from the institution head/teach-
er on the letterhead, stating the class/grade the student studied
in 2020, with seal and signature. The recommendation must have
an average grade based on assignments and online class perfor-
mance.

Application and Selection Process

Step 1: Preliminary Application

» Check if you meet the Eligibility
Criteria.

The deadline for the preliminary
application is October 31, 2021, 04:00
PM (Bangladesh Time).

Apply for the program online by clicking
on the “Apply Now” button on the
iIEARN-BD website. In order to apply
online you will need to submit on the
application portal scanned copies of
your passport size photograph, birth
certificate, transcripts of current year
and previous three years.

OR
Download the Preliminary Application
from iEARN-BD website and send it
with  supporting  documents by
post/courier service to the iIEARN-BD
office. Supporting documents are one
copy passport size photograph labprint,
attested photocopies of birth certificate
and attested photocopies of transcripts
of current year and previous three
years.

Step 3: ELTiS Test & In Class Essay

o Candidates who have qualified from
the phone interview will sit for the
ELTIS test & In Class Essay.

@ About the ELTIS test: ELTIS stands for
English Language Test for International
Students. There are two parts in the
test; Listening (25 minutes) and
Reading (45 minutes).

@ About the In-Class Essay: Students
will have to write 3 essays during the
test. They will get 20 minutes to
complete each essay.

There are multiple rounds to the K-L YES application and selection process. All applicants are required to submit
a preliminary application, give a phone interview, attend an English proficiency exam, write some proctored
essays, complete a K-L YES program application, and participate in group and individual in-person interviews. All
finalists are selected on the basis of merit.

Step 2: Phone Interview

e After the preliminary application
screening, qualified candidates will be
invited for a phone interview. The
interview will be 3-minutes long and it
is designed to test applicants. The
details of the interview will be sent out
only to the qualified applicants.

Step 4: Final Application & Interview

o Final Application: Candidates who
qualify in the ELTIS test & In-Class
Essay will submit the final application.
Students will be informed about the
final application process if they qualify.
o Interview: Candidates who submit the
final application will be called for the
interview. There are two parts in the
interview; individual and group.
The selection process will be completed
within January 2022.
After interview (Step-4): A list of
finalists and  alternates will  be
announced from Washington D.C.,
United States of America. Selected
students will be notified and will have
to attend Pre-Departure Orientation
(PDO) and Travel Orientation before
travelling to the USA. Both of these
events are mandatory for the program.

7. What are host families?

1. What is the cost of the Program?

The U.S. Department of State sponsors the whole
program and covers all major expenses including
airfare, U.S. visa fee, boarding and lodging in the
United States, school tuition and monthly stipend of
$125. Candidates will not bear any costs.

2. Is there any flexibility in age?

No! Applicants must be at least 15 years old and
not a day older than 17 years old on 15th August,
2022, the program start date for 2022-2023
academic year of the YES Program. Therefore, the
candidate’s date of birth needs to be between
August 15, 2005 and August 15, 2007.

3. Can | apply and then withdraw at any

stage from the program?

Yes. However, it is highly discouraged because only
a definite number of scholars are selected and the
selection process is costly. Only apply if you are
seriously intending to participate in the program
from the very beginning and have your family’s
consent at all stages of the selection process.

4. If | am not a Bangladeshi national, am |
qualified to apply?

No, the program is only for Bangladeshi nationals
bearing a Bangladeshi passport. Anyone having a
dual citizenship is ineligible for the program.

5. Where will the students live in the
United States of America (USA)?

Each student will live with an American host family.
The student can be placed in any state. Students are
spread across the country with the help of the
placement organizations. These organizations are
approved by the Bureau of Educational and Cultural
Affairs (ECA) of the U.S. Department of State.

6. Can you ensure that | live with a

Muslim or a Bangladeshi family?

No! The program aims to teach people about
religious and cultural coexistence. So, a scholar
cannot demand a Muslim or a family of the same
ethnicity.

Host families are average American families (usually
from suburban regions), who volunteer to host
exchange students for an academic year. They are
very carefully chosen by the placement organiza-
tions. The host families receive no monetary profit
from hosting the exchange students, but they do
gain the company of the foreign exchange students
who present to them their own culture and values.
That is what inspires them to host in the first place.

8. How are the hosts selected?

The Placement Organizations select the host families
by matching them with students that have common
interests as them. The potential host families are
found through community service organizations,
churches, athletic leagues, youth groups, foreign
language classes, shopping malls, county and state
fairs, advertising, etc. Every host family undergoes a
criminal background check by the law enforcement
authorities.



9. Where do host families come from?
The host families are as ethnically diverse as the
population of the U.S. While English must be the
first language spoken at home, many families are
from various ethnic backgrounds. Students should
be mentally prepared for, and be open, to the idea of
being placed with host families from any type of
ethnic and cultural background.

In addition, families of all religious backgrounds can
be found in every American community. A host
family can be of any faith or religion. Community
Representatives attempt to ensure that female
Bangladeshi students are not placed in families
where there are boys over 13 years of age.

10. What will be my status at the host
family?

A student will develop various relationships during
his/her stay in the U.S. during the YES program. The
relationship of the student with the host family is at
the heart of the cultural exchange and is likely to be
the most important part of the year. All YES students
need to possess a strong desire to be part of an
American family and the willingness to accept distinct
responsibilities in their new family. These responsibil-
ities may include (for both male and female) helping
with household chores such as cooking, washing
dishes, laundry, and cleaning as well as abiding by all
the family rules, even if they differ from their natural
family rules in Bangladesh. Having a domestic helper
is extremely unusual in the U.S. Therefore, all house-
hold chores are done by the members of the family.
Please note that American families and the American
society in general, treat males and females equally; it
is important to learn cultural and family norms and to
abide by them. The student must exhibit flexibility,
tactfulness, politeness, and maturity of character. YES
students who expect to be treated like guests or be
given special treatment in their American families are
unlikely to excel in the program.

11. Can | live with/visit my relatives and
home country friends who live in the

us.?

No! Students are not allowed to be hosted by their
relatives in the USA, nor can they demand to be
placed with relatives. Such visits are also strongly
discouraged during the program vyear, especially
during the initial adjustment period, as they can
interrupt the continuity of the relationship build-up
with the host family and may diminish the exchange
experience for the student and the host family. Any
unauthorized visit will result in dismissal from the
program.

12. Can | pray and fast during the

exchange year in the U.S.?

Yes! You can pray and fast during Ramadan and
practice your religion. The American constitution
guarantees freedom of religion, and American
families in the past have cooperated with students
who want to practice their own religion.

13. Can | wear a headscarf (Hijab) while in
the U.S. and in the U.S. School?

Yes! All female students can continue to wear their
headscarves in schools, in the family, and whenever
or wherever they choose to wear it. There are several
American Muslims who do wear Hijab in accordance
with the faith.

The scholars may choose to be exempted from
performing activities, which require them to wear
outfits that make them uncomfortable or may go
against their religious and cultural values.

14. Can | get Halal food?

Halal food can be purchased from the Halal food
shops in the community or be ordered by mail/post.
However, no student can demand it from the host
parents. Students can buy Halal food with their own
pocket money, and should be willing to cook/make
their own meals. Host families are not always expect-
ed to provide Halal food for a student.

15. Can | receive a High School diploma in
the USA?

No! The scholarship does not guarantee a High
School diploma. The students may be enrolled in
grades 9, 10, 11 or 12 in a U.S. high school. They will
be given a transcript for the subjects they have
studied, and other achievement certificates for their
accomplishments during the program.

16. Do | miss a school year in Bangladesh?
It depends on the American high school you will
attend, the education system you are from, and the
grade you will complete in the United States. For
many of the cases, the answer is “NO” but it is
possible that you may have to repeat a year in Bangla-
desh. Upon your return you can apply for an “equiva-
lence certificate” from the Education Board of
Bangladesh to help you get admitted in a University
or other institutions (if it applies to you).

17. What are my immunization require-

ments?

Immunization records are very important for every
scholar. Other than some common immunization
requirements, special vaccinations may be needed to
be administered, depending on the host state’s
requirement. Students also need to pass the tubercu-
losis (TB) skin test to attend the program.

18. Can | stay in the United States after

the program’s end date?

It is impossible for a scholar to stay in the United
States after the end of the program. It is against the
program rules, and anyone who breaks the rule will
be a federal offender. He or she will never be able to
get a visa for the United States again.

19. Is there any special rule for J-1

Exchange Visitor Visa?

YES. Exchange Students go to the United States with
a J-1 Exchange Visitor Visa. It has a two-year
homestay requirement that prohibits students from
emigrating to the U.S. or receiving a U.S. work visa in
those two years after the program.

20. What costs are covered?
The YES scholarship covers costs related to:

° Round-trip airfare from your home country to the
United States;
® The cost of a Pre-Departure Orientation;

Placement with a U.S. host family for 10 to 11
months;

® A modest monthly stipend;
® Health insurance;

® And the cost of program activities and materials.
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APplication Deadline
4 P.M. October 3iIst, 2021

to U.S. Embassy Website:
bd.embassy.gov

[ J
IS
n P P L U YES Program Website

WWW.YESPrograms.com
e ¥880 1313 946086 | +880 1937 398825
@ yesinfo@iearnbd.org

& www.iearnbd.org
Q Kha-44, 3rd floor, Shahjadpur, Gulshan, Dhaka 1212

International Education and Resource Network - Bangladesh (iEARN-BD)

IEARN-BD



